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" Providence seems to cast me back upon you (I write that with joy), and lays me at your door, at the very juncture when she blesses you with the means of doing for me what your bounty shall prompt to.
" But in recommending myself to you, I would fain have an eye to your service. I would not be an invalid, and my hope is, that as you were pleased to recommend me to another as one that could be made useful, and who it was worth while to encourage, the same argument will move you to entertain the man yourself, since your merit and the voice of the nation places you in the same point in which you were pleased to present me to another.
" I cease to press you on this head; I shall study to make myself useful, and leave the rest wholly to your goodness."1
" Useful" scarcely expresses the value of De Foe's services to Harley during the next four years. Useful he was in the continuation of his mission to Scotland, which was resumed in October,2 but extraordinary in the fertility of his financial and practical suggestions.
That the employment of De Foe was not discovered by Harley's enemies, is surprising. Had he
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1 Harley Papers, ii. 562.
2 Queries for Management, 2ist October 1710, Harley Papers, ii.